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Warmer Climate on the Earth May Be Dus
To More Carbon Dioxide in the Air -

Bv WALDEMAR KAEMPFFERT

According to a theory which was
held half a century ago, variation
In the atmosphere's carbon dioxide
can account for climatic

Generated by Man

Today more carbon dioxide is be-
ing generated by man's technos
logical p than by volcanoes,

The theory was generally dismissed
as inadequate, Dr, Gilbert Plass
re-examines it in a paper which he
publishes in the Ameri Scientist
and in which he summarizes con-
clusions that he reached after a
study made with the support of the
Office of Naval Research. To him
the carbon dioxide theory stands
up, though it may take another
century of observation and meas-
urement of temperature to confirm
it

The New York Times
October 28, 1956

Despite nature's way of main-
“uning the balance of gases the

geysers and hot springs, Every
century man is increasing the car-
bon dioxide content of the atmos-

| phere by.30 per cent—that is, at the
|rate of 1.1° C, in a century, |[...]

Whatever the cause of the warm-
ing of the earth may be theve is no
doubt in Dr, Plass' mind that we
must reckon with more and more
industrially generated carbon di-
oxide, “In a few centuries” ha
warns, “the amount of carbon di-

© oxide rel d into the at here

will be so large that it will have a

profound effect on our climate:
Even if our coal and oil reserves

will be used up in 1,000 years,

seventeen times the present amount

of carbon dioxide in the atmoss

phere must be reckoned with, The
i o I

amount of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere is being artificially in-
creased as we burn coal, ol and
wood for industrial purposes, This
was first pointed out by Dr. G.'S.
Callendar about seven years, ag

Dr, Plass develops the implications,

energy will
not make much difference. Coal
and oil are still plentiful and cheap
in many parts of the world, and
there is every reason to believe that

o, both will be consumed by industry

so long as it pays to do so,
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